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Dear Lee, 
 
According to the U.S. Department of Justice’s 2007 study, one in five women are sexually 
assaulted in college. A survey conducted at the University of Oregon revealed that one in 10 
current female students had been raped while attending the school. From this, only one in seven 
survivors reported their assaults to UO officials. Nationally, less than five percent of college-
student rapes are reported to authorities. Many do not report for personal reasons, but fear of how 
officials will treat survivors’ cases is a major deterrent for those seeking justice. As reported by 
the Department of Justice, only two percent of rapists will ever be convicted and serve a day in 
prison. The institutionalized ways our legal systems treat survivors of sexual assault and their 
claims are fundamentally flawed. 
 
Police officers are not adequately trained how to address sexual assault reports, so the University 
of Oregon’s Organization Against Sexual Assault is hosting a workshop for local police 
departments to learn the needs of survivors seeking support. The event is called “The 
Neurobiology of Trauma.” It will explore the physiological components of trauma in order to 
explain the neurobiological impacts of sexual violence, and how authorities can best help 
survivors in light of these effects. On Tuesday, May 12, the Eugene, Southern Oregon, and UO 
police departments will attend a seminar by Dr. Janine D’Anniballe on the UO campus. Dr. 
D’Anniballe has worked in the prevention, treatment, and training of sexual assault issues for 18 
years, and specializes in police department workshops. 
 
The presentation for police departments will be hosted in Willamette room 100 from 12-2 p.m. A 
public seminar will be held again from 6-8 p.m., so there will be ample opportunities for filming 
and interviewing. This seminar also trails April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month, during 
which Eugene-based organizations hosted various events advocating for sexual violence 
prevention and education initiatives. 
 
For more information, please see the attached media kit on The Neurobiology of Trauma or 
contact me directly at 650-930-6459. 
 
I will follow up with you closer to the event date. 
 
Thank you, 
Claire Johnson 


